
LEAGUE LINK
MAGAZINEThe Junior League of Nashville  •  Fall 2015

Remaining  
  Committed 
          Removing Barriers

Spirit of Growth

Executing the Long–Term Vision

Creating Access to a  
 Healthy Lifestyle

Private Shopping Event

Read20 Book Patrol

Transition & Transformation  
 Oasis Center

Provisional Spotlight

Member and Sustainer Spotlight
JUNIOR LEAGUE OF

NASHVILLE



Junior League of Nashville  
Board of Directors

President  
Jennifer Hill

President-Elect  
Kerry Dunn 

Executive VP  
Jennifer Hillen

Secretary  
Kimberly Clay

Treasurer 
Sarah Woodall

Active Director 
Polly Alexander

Active Director 
Krystal Clark

Active Director 
Laruen Rowe

Sustainer Director 
Susan Moll

Sustainer Director 
Beth Alexander

Nominating Chair 
Clair Evans

Junior League of Nashville  
Management Team

Executive VP  
Jennifer Hillen

Recording Secretary  
Stephanie Kennedy

VP of Communications and Marketing  
Anna Catherine Davenport

VP of Community  
Maggie DeVier

VP of Development  
Ashley Stringfellow

VP of Membership  
Brittany Irby

VP of Operations  
Andrea Swafford

www.jlnashville.org



LEAGUE LINK MAGAZINE   |  PAGE 1

 2 Letter from the President –  

    Remaining Committed

 3 Governance & Mangament Changes 

 4 2015-2016 Leadship Team 

 5  Childhood Obesity

 6 Shop | Save | Support 

 8 Save the Date – Masquerade

 9 Social Media Stories

 10  Read20 Book Patrol

 12 Letter from Oasis CEO/President

 13  Fall 2015 Provisional Class

 14  Provisional Spotlight &

    From the Kitchen 

 15  Member & Sustainer Spotlight

IN THIS ISSUE

www.jlnashville.org

Junior League of Nashville  
Publications Committe

Chair  
Mary Cypress Metz

Committe  
Molly Haley 
Lauren King 
Maegan Martin 
Molly Wehlage

 
OUR MISSION The Junior League of Nashville is an 
organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism, 
developing the potential of women and improving the community 
through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers. 
Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable. The 
Junior League of Nashville reaches out to women of all races, 
religions, and national origins who demonstrate an interest in and 
commitment to voluntarism.
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As I write this greeting, I am sitting in New 
Orleans at an Association of Junior Leagues 
International conference.  We are in New 
Orleans to celebrate the ongoing recovery of 
this special city and to bear witness to the ways 
in which she is still struggling to recovery.

I was beginning my second active year when 
Katrina devastated our Gulf coast.  I can recall 
the way in which the Junior League of Nashville 
mobilized to join other Leagues from around 
the world to converge on New 
Orleans in November 2005.  The 
Junior League of Nashville team 
of 17 joined 1,000 women from 
77 Leagues in their efforts to 
assist some of the city’s most 
vulnerable senior citizens in 
reclaiming their homes.  No 
doubt that week was a life-
changing event for our members 
and certainly inspired hope 
for the two families our members assisted. 
Yet, those families, even while experiencing a 
physical restoration of their previous lives, are 
still struggling to fully recover.

We are so fortunate that devastating natural 
disasters are infrequent in our community, the 
flood of 2010 notwithstanding.  Yet the tragedy 
and grief that accompanies natural disasters 
are all too present in our community.  Personal 
disasters befall members of our community 
every day, sometimes daily when considering 
our most vulnerable citizens, our children.
There are many issues that prevent our children 
from reaching their full potential, and the 

Junior League of Nashville remains deeply 
committed to understanding these issues and 
to collaborating with the community to remove 
these barriers.  In alignment with community 
needs assessment conducted last year, we are 
actively pursuing community partnerships that 
will allow us to reach our vision statements in 
cradle-to-career literacy and human trafficking.  
The structure of these partnerships continues 
to evolve, and I look forward to sharing our 
progress with you as the year progresses.

Thank you for your belief in the Junior League 
of Nashville’s power to transform Nashville 
into a city where children have the opportunity 
to reach their full potential.  See you in the 
community!

In service,
Jennifer

Remaining Committed

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Jennifer Hill
JLN PRESIDENT
2015-2016

Thank you for your  

belief in the  

Junior League of Nashville

Removing Barriers
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Removing Barriers

“If you’re not growing, you’re dying” – the 
saying is perhaps overused, but it reflects 
one of the Junior League’s most important 
core values: growth. JLN’s vision of enriching 
the lives of women, children, and families 
in Nashville demands that we continuously 
improve in order to effectively address the 
challenges and opportunity around us.

In the spirit of growth, the Junior 
League of Nashville made a decision 
in early 2015 to modernize our 
governance and management 
structures. Previously, the JLN Board 
of Directors had been responsible for 
both long-term strategic direction 
and day-to-day management of the 
League, resulting in overburdened leadership 
bogged down in operational details, inefficient 
meetings, and micromanagement. 

On June 1, JLN’s Bylaws were officially 
amended to separate the functions of 
governance and management. The Board of 
Directors will now become a true governing 
board, focused on long-term strategic planning 
and fiscal oversight; the Management Team, 
made up of the council vice presidents, will 
execute the League’s strategies and manage 

the day-to-day operations of the League. A 
new role, the Executive Vice President (EVP), 
will sit on both the Board and the Management 
Team, serving as a liaison between the two. 
JLN President Jennifer Hill and the new EVP, 
Jennifer Hillen, will work closely in the following 
months to ensure that the League transitions 
seamlessly to this new governance model.

Although the average member will not be 
directly affected by these changes, she 
will experience the benefits of a well-run, 
continuously-growing, forward-focused 
League, which has the greatest chance of truly 
impacting our community and developing the 
potential of women. 

Governance and Management 
 Changes

“...well-run, 

continuously-growing,  
forward-focused League...”
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The Junior League of Nashville (JLN) 
Board of Directors and Management Team have 
assumed their roles for the 2015-2016 League 
year, with Jennifer Hill stepping up as President. 
JLN has adopted a management structure new 
to the 93-year-old organization; Jennifer Hillen 
will serve as the non-profit’s first Executive Vice 
President.

“The transition to this new structure has been 
carefully planned and we are excited to finally 
implement it,” said Jennifer Hill, President of 
JLN. “The mission of our organization is to 
promote voluntarism, develop the potential of 
women and improve our community through 
active and well-trained volunteers; we believe 
this new structure will allow us to further JLN’s 
mission while making our organization stronger 
and more adaptable to the needs of our League 
members as well as the Nashville community.”

While the President and Board of Directors 
will continue to execute the long-term vision 
of the League, the Executive Vice President is 
tasked with managing the day-to-day work of 
the League through the management team and 
leadership council. The current JLN Leadership 
Team will lead nearly 1,600 Provisional, Active 
and Sustainer members, serving in their 
respective positions through July 2016.

The 2015 Junior League of Nashville Leadership 
Team:

Board of Directors
Jennifer Hill, President
Kerry Dunn, President-Elect
Jennifer Hillen, Executive Vice President
Sarah Creekmore Woodall, Treasurer
Kimberly Clay, Secretary
Claire Evans, Nominating Chair
Lauren Rowe, Active Director
Polly Alexander, Active Director
Krystal Clark, Active Director
Susan Moll, Sustainer Director
Beth Alexander, Sustainer Director

Management Team:
Jennifer Hillen, Executive Vice President
Anna Catherine Davenport, VP of Marketing & 
Communications
Brittany Irby, VP of Membership
Andrea Swafford, VP of Operations
Ashley Stringfellow, VP of Development
Maggie DeVier, VP of Community
Stephanie Kennedy, Recording Secretary

Board Members:  
(Back, L to R): Polly Alexander, Krystal Clark,  

Jennifer Hillen, Beth Alexander

(Front, L to R): Lauren Rowe, Kerry Dunn, Jennifer Hill, 
Susan Moll, Sarah Woodall 

Not Pictured: Kimberly Clay; Claire Evans

2015-2016 Leadership Team

Management Team (L to R):  
Maggie DeVier, Stephanie Kennedy, Anna Catherine 

Davenport, Jennifer Hillen, Brittany Irby, Andrea Swafford

Not pictured: Ashley Stringfellow, VP of Development
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2015-2016 Leadership Team

Childhood obesity is a nationwide problem, 
and Nashville is no exception. Twenty-six 
percent of Davidson County children and youth 
are considered overweight or obese, and more 
than 78% of high school students do not get an 
hour of physical activity each day. Since 2013-
2014, the Junior League of Nashville has been 
committed to a three-year focus on childhood 
obesity. Childhood obesity is a problem at all 
races and at income levels, which means the 
League has had an opportunity to truly make 
a difference in the lives of a diverse group of 
Nashville’s children and families.

As we develop and grow, behaviors are 
observed, learned, and practiced.  Youth are 
heavily influenced by these behaviors that 
easily become habits that carry through 
childhood and into adult life. Our duty as 
the greater adult populace is to help inform, 
in order to create positive habits from the 
beginning. Books and classroom teachings 
are part of the movement, but tangible and 
practical experiences are crucial. 

The Junior League of Nashville is taking 
steps to immerse children and families in 
environments that build knowledge and allow 
hands-on experiences to form healthy lifestyles. 
As one initiative toward JLN’s childhood 
obesity focus area, the League has sponsored 
a Vanderbilt CHAMPS Garden located at the 
Buena Vista Enhanced Option Elementary 
School in North Nashville. CHAMPS Gardens is a 
program within the Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s 
Hospital at Vanderbilt that stands for Changing 
Habits Academically, Mentally, Physically and 
Sustainably with Gardens. 

Maggie Thomson DeVier, JLN’s Vice President 
of Community, says, “the overall goals of the 
CHAMPS Gardens program are to create access 
to healthy foods, to help reduce chronic disease, 
and to improve health, fitness, and quality of 
life through daily fitness activity, all which 
tie in really well with our Kids in the Kitchen 
programming for continued partnership.” 

Currently, the Buena Vista School’s garden 
has a healthy crop of tomatoes and squash, 
includes small planters for each classroom 
to maintain, and has a wildflower garden. 
Although the groundwork is complete, 
the League will continue its involvement 
throughout the year. ‘Done in a Day’ workdays 
will be used for garden maintenance and 
seasonal crop switchovers.  

As the JLN transitions next year to new 
community focus areas in literacy and human 
trafficking, the League will continue to combat 
childhood obesity in our community and 
promote family health and nutrition through 
Kids in the Kitchen. The program, implemented 
by the Association of Junior Leagues 
International, was designed to create an impact 
in our community through education of youth 
and families about healthy eating and physical 
activity.

Childhood OBESITY
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PLEASE JOIN US

AN EXCLUSIVE EVENING OF FALL 
FASHION AND FUN TO BENEFIT 

THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF NASHVILLE

#BELKSCENE

FASHION NIGHT

league
myLOVE

#MYJLNThis fall, the Junior League of Nashville’s 
Shop | Save | Support committee will be 
hosting a private shopping event in conjunction 
with the Shop | Save | Support fundraiser. This 
free event will be held at Belk in Cool Springs 
on Sunday, October 18, from 5:00-8:00 p.m. All 
guests will be able to peruse a 
series of fall fashion showcases 
while sipping on cocktails and 
sampling hors d’oeuvres from 
Red Pony catering. There will 
be an array of private shopping 
consultants and makeup artists 
available to help all attendees 
find the perfect look this season. 
Guests who purchase a Shop | 
Save | Support card will receive 
discounted prices and champagne. The first 30 
guests to purchase a card on site will receive a 
special gift from Belk.

Shop | Save | Support is a fundraiser presented 
by the Junior League of Nashville that includes 
the sale of a shopping discount card that can 

be used at participating local businesses for a 
designated two-week shopping period in the 
fall. The Junior League of Nashville partners 
with the area’s finest retailers to offer the 
community the opportunity to both give and 
receive during the fall shopping period. This 

year the cards are available for purchase at 
jlnshopsavesupport.org and offer a 20 percent 
discount from October 24 - November 8, 
2015, at participating retailers. All proceeds 
generated from the sale of the Shop | Save | 
Support cards directly support the mission of 
Junior League.

Belk in Cool Springs on  

Sunday, October 18,  

from 5:00-8:00 p.m
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312 Pizza Company
Absolution             
Allen Edmonds
Apropos® Day Spa
Arbonne International
AshBlue      
BarreAmped Nashville
Barre3 Nashville
Barton Perreira
Belk
Bella Linea
The Beveled Edge
The Blowout Co.
Body Decor Boutique
Boutique Bella
Brentwood Auto Wash
Bria Bistro
Brooks Brothers    
Calypso St. Barth
Cindi Earl Fine Jewelry
The Container Store 
Corzine & Co
The Cosmetic Market 
Council Wardrobe Studio
Designer Finds
Doxahlogy
Draper Jewelry 
e.Allen Boutique
Elaine Turner
Evolve Fitness & Age Management   
Francesca’s  
The French Shoppe

Gin-O Boutique
Gus Mayer
H. Audrey       
The Harding House
Harper & Olive
Hazel & Chic
Hemline Nashville
Hester & Cook
Heylee B
Homestead Manor
Hot Yoga Plus
J. McLaughlin
K. McCarthy Fashion Truck
Karmal Skillington
kate spade new york
Kayce Hughes
Kendra Scott
The Label
Lilly Pulitzer
LUMEN Lamps
Magpie’s Children’s Shoppe
margi’s chair and chair alike 
Marmi
Merrell Nashville
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
Mountain High Outfitters
Nashville Blinds & Shutters
Native and Nomad
Neighborhood Barre
Nesting Project
Peacock Alley
Pedal Chic Nashville

Pickles & Ice Cream Maternity Apparel
Posh Boutique
Private Edition               
Rock Paper Scissors
Roux Maison
SEE Eyewear
Shindigs and Celebrations
The Shop Around the Corner
Skin2NV
Smile, Mommy! Diaper Service
Snap Kids
Soca Clothing
Southern Vintage Market
Strasburg Children
Studio Novo Nashville
Sugar Bit
Summer Classics Home  
Talbots
Tennessee Aesthetics
Therapy Systems
True Religion Brand Jeans
Two Old Hippies          
Unique Flower Fashions
vineyard vines Nashville by Oak Hall
Violet Flower Boutique
White Bridge Auto Wash
White’s Mercantile
WigWag Dog Company
Woo Skincare and Cosmetics
You’re Invited! Gifts & Paper

Shop | Save | Support Participating Businesses 

FASHION NIGHT

league
myLOVE

13162066

THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF NASHVILLE
& BELK PRESENT

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18 | 5-8 PM 
COOL SPRINGS BELK MAIN STORE

For questions about this free 
event or to RSVP, visit 

jlnashville.org

• Fall fashion showcase
• Private shopping event
• Exclusive discount
• Red carpet giveaways
• Shop | Save | Support       

cards available for sale
• Drinks and hors d’oeuvres

#BELKSCENE#MYJLN
#JLNSHOPSAVESUPPORT

PLEASE JOIN US

AN EXCLUSIVE EVENING OF FALL 
FASHION AND FUN TO BENEFIT 

THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF NASHVILLE

#BELKSCENE

FASHION NIGHT

league
myLOVE

#MYJLN
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Save the Date
February 6th, 2016 

The Omni, Nashville
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#MyJLN
Social  
Media  
Stories

Junior League of Nashville • Sept 15
Jennifer Hill, JLN President, and Kristin 
Torrey, Grants Chair, are excited about our 
potential new community partners.

Junior League of Nashville • Sept 15
Dr. Bill Heerman, from Monroe Carell Jr. 
Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt, speaks 
about the prevalence of childhood obesity 
in the United States. Basically one in five 
children in our country is obese #myJLN

Junior League of Nashville • Aug 2
From Done in a Day to Sustainer events, July 
was a busy month for our league! #myJLN

Junior League of Nashville • May 29
JLN leaders at the AJLI Organizational 

Development Institute this 
weekend. Developing the 
potential of women! Incoming 
VP of Membership Brittany 
Irby, Executive Vice President 
Jennifer Hillen, and Secretary 
Kimberly Clay, we can’t wait to 
hear what you’re learning.

Junior League of Nashville • Sept 18
Special thanks to Kendra Scott Hill Center 
Green Hills – Nashville for hosting a fabulous 
event in support of Shop | Save | Support 
last night. #myjln #jlnshopsavesupport

JLNashville
We’ve made our way to Instragram! Follow us 
here, on Facebook and Twitter. #myjln

JLNashville
Thanks to @styleblueprintnville for a 
wonderful pre-sale of our shopping 
cards! Stay tuned for more details on 
SHop | Save | Support – and plan to start 
shopping October 24 – November 8! #myjln 
#jlnshopsavesupoort

JLNashville
We are thrilled to announce Krystal Clark 
(@krystalnclark) has been selected to 
serve as President-Elect-Elect. Krystal is 
a highly respected community leader and 
has a proven track record of motivating 
organizations to reach success. We 
are excited to have her leadership and 
effervescence guilding the JLN– join us in 
congratulating Krystal #myjln

Junior League Nash • Sept 15
Exciting news from Masquerade Co-Chair 
Emily Murphy! The Masquerade will be at the 
Omni Hotel this year!...

Junior League Nash • Sept 12
Excited to welcome all our new fall 
provisionals!!! #myJLN

Junior League  Nash • Aug 10
Excited about our first General Membership 
meeting.  Headquarters is packed!!!

Crissy Haslam @CrissyHaslam •July 16
The @Read20TN Book Patrol delivered books 
to Nashville children today w/the help of @
MNPDNashville & @JLNashville
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On May 19, 2015, Junior Leagues across 
Tennessee announced their new partnership 
with the Read20 Book Patrol.  An initiative 
launched in 2014 by TN First Lady Crissy 
Haslam with law enforcement Read20 seeks to 
put more books in the hands of children and 
build positive relationships with police officers. 
Research has shown that two-thirds of students 
who cannot read proficiently by the end of 4th 
grade will end up in jail or poverty, but only 39 
percent of children from low-income families 
have access to books in their home.

This past summer, the Junior League of 
Nashville held a book drive for Read20, 
collecting more than 750 children’s books – well 
over our goal of 500! Four JLN representatives– 
Rebecca Talley, Jan Lacey, Cassie Lynn, and 
Jann Dower – joined the First Lady and Metro 
Nashville Police Department on July 16 at 
Buena Vista Freedom School and the Hadley 
Park Community Center to distribute some 
of those books and read with children. “The 
Junior League of Nashville is proud to continue 
our 93-year history of helping children reach 
their full potential by participating in the 
Read20 Book Patrol program,” JLN President 
Jennifer Hill said. “The collaboration of the 
Junior League, Metropolitan Nashville Police 
Department, and the First Lady’s Read20 
program ensures that students most vulnerable 
for ‘summer slide’ have the books they need 
to continue progressing in their education, 
while providing an opportunity for interaction 
with the dedicated men and women serving 
in their neighborhoods on a daily basis. The 
combination of access to books and the 
creation of additional connections to caring 

adults are important success indicators 
for children in school and in life. The Junior 
League of Nashville is deeply grateful for 
the opportunity to contribute to positive 
educational and social outcomes for some of 
our city’s most vulnerable citizens.”

JLN will continue to collect books for Read20 
at JLN Headquarters during regular business 
or meeting hours until the end of the year. For 
more information on the initiative,  
please visit tn.gov/read20.

For every year you read 

with your child, average 

lifetime earnings increase 

by $50,000. You make 

a $250,000 gift to 

your child from birth to 

age five by  

reading aloud,  
just 20 minutes a day!

Read20 Book Patrol
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Read20 Book Patrol

 » If a child reads for 20 minutes every day, they are exposed to about 1.8 
million words of text every year. That’s 137 new words per minute!
 » If families read together for 20 minutes a day, 7 days a week, 
they get more than 121 hours of bonding time every year!

 » Many states use 3rd grade reading scores to predict 
the number of jail cells they might need in the future.  
(About 3 out of 5 prisoners in America are illiterate.) 

 » Children who have not developed some basic 
literacy skills by the time they enter school 
are 3 - 4 times more likely to drop out in later 
years.

Did you know?
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A letter to the Junior League of Nashville 
from the Oasis Center CEO/President  
Tom Ward:

The 2014-15 year was one of transition and 
transformation for Oasis.  Your support 
throughout that process was invaluable.
As we begin to ramp up our programming this 
fall, I want to take a moment to update you on 
the work you helped make possible this past 
year.  

2014-15 Reflection
• Our Emergency Shelter for 13-17 years olds 

was able to successfully reunite 97% of the 
138 teens with a family member or guardian, 
helping them avoid state custody.

• We sold our property on Music Row and 
moved our Emergency Shelter into the 
former TL space.  This brought all of 
our programming under one roof, saved 
$50,000 in operating expenses and allowed 
us to put $1.8M in a long-term investment 
portfolio.  

• Our Street Outreach program served 248 
youth through our Drop-In Center and 
street-based services. Our Drop-In Center 
received 4,518 visits – a 49% increase – 
with an average of 18 youth per day. From 
Nov. to March, we operated an overnight 
warming shelter on 27 nights, serving 71 
total youth and an average of 17 youth per 
night.

• The closing of Transitional Living (TL), 
the only residential program in Nashville 
specifically targeting 18-24 year olds 
experiencing homelessness, was the hardest 
decision we have had to make at Oasis in a 
long time.

• Our long-awaited workforce development 
program was launched, providing 137 
youth with job training, internships and 
post-secondary education assistance.  This 
program recently got a HUGE boost when 
we were awarded a $1,050,000 Department 
of Labor grant to be used over the next 
three years.

• We restructured our College Connection 
program, which led to a 43% increase in 
one on one meetings with students from 
the previous year…1601 individual students! 

Without your help and support, we could 
not have accomplished all that we did in this 
period of transition.

The Oasis Center is a 2015-16 community 
partner agency of the Junior League of 
Nashville.

Transition & Transformation
LETTER FROM OASIS CENTER CEO/PRESIDENT

Tom Ward
OASIS CENTER  
CEO/PRESIDENT
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Leigh Adams
Cruse Bevill
Ailie Birchfield
Lametric Bishop
Amanda Blanck
Katelyn Blank
Lauren Braun
Kathryn Braunlin
Kathryn Broderick
Terry Renee’ Browne
Leslie Buchanan
Jameria Burton
Griscelle Chavez
Erin Clements
Ashley Cunnyngham
Rebecca Dryden
Erica Eberle
Jessica Edwards
Alyson Evans
Nichole Fisher
Mary Emily Frazier
Emily Gallo
Solvig Gentile
Laura Gillette
Antricia Gordon
CaNesha Gordon
Toi Gorham
Kristin Gregory
Elizabeth Hall
Crystalena Haney
Taylor Hanson
Dana Henderson
Alison Humphreys
Catherine Hurley
Maureen Johnson
Mary Mac Joiner
Stephanie Jones
Michelle Joyner
Sarah Kemp
Taylor Kennedy
Megan Kentner
Paulina Klinkosz
Jessica Kornegay
Shannon Lapsley
Amy Lazarov

Katherine Lillard
Brittany Lutz
Lauren Maggio
Christy Marrs
Joanna Martin
Alexandria Massie
Alicia Mattachione
Erin McCarthy
Kendall McGiffert
Shelby Merryman
Laura Miller
Mary Martin Mogan
Laura Moore
Bradley Nesbitt
Alexis Oliver
Danielle O’Rourke
Melisa Perez
Elizabeth Peterson
Jessica Ragauskis
Anna Reding
Connie Richardson
Whitney Russell
Rebecca Russell
Mari-Chris Savage
Tara Schickedanz
Renee Shipley
Anne Smith
Katharine Sparks
Heather Stanford
Audrea Stanton
Brittany Stevens
Kristen Stovall
Kelley Strange
Amanda Tarsa
Elizabeth Teitzel
Alexandra Tejan
Summer Thielebeule
Elizabeth Toby
Laura Walaszek Dermody
Jessica Wallace
Norie Whittle
Susana Wilkinson
Stephanie Winn
Katie Zganjar

JLN Welcomes OUR  
  FALL 2015 PROVISIONAL CLASS

Fall Retreat • Sept 12 “Fitting in Fitness: On-the-Go Workouts and Tips for 
Healthy Living” with Megan Conner • Oct 10
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How long have you been in the 
Junior League?
Just starting out and couldn’t be 
more excited! 

What is your placement? 
Provisional Member Fall class of 
2015 

Why did you join the league? 
Luckily, my position lets me 
meet with Nashville’s top 
leaders and young professionals. 
I joined after I realized a lot of 

the women I have the privilege of knowing are members of 
the Junior League. 

How long have you lived in Nashville?
I have lived in Nashville for the past 6 years. I’m originally 
from Clarksville, TN and moved here to attend Belmont 
University for my undergraduate degree. Go Bruins! 

Did you do anything fun/charitable this summer? 
This summer I got engaged and bought a house! It’s been 
absolutely crazy, but we managed to nail down a venue and 
a photographer. If anyone has any wedding planning tips I 
would love to hear them! 

What are you looking forward to most during in time?
Truthfully, I am looking forward to growing in my leadership 
skills and making new friends. They don’t tell you that after 
college most of the community you built moves away. 
For me it’s almost felt like moving to a new city and not 
knowing anyone. 

What is your current occupation? 
I work at the Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce as 
the Manager, Talent Attraction and Retention in Economic 
Development. I help retain and attract individuals to Middle 
Tennessee by assisting with their job search and finding 
community here. 

If you had to pick one place in Nashville as your  
last meal? 
I guess if I had to pick I would have a delivery service bring 
me Caffe Nonna’s vegetable lasagna, City House’s pork 
belly pizza, Germantown Café’s French onion soup and 
Josephine’s panna cotta for desert. 

Do you have any advice you would give to someone new 
to Nashville?

 » Absolutely! If you want to blend in like a true Nashville 
native here’s what I suggest:

 » Don’t take pictures or bother celebrities. That’s why they 
move here!

 » If someone lets you over in traffic be sure to give a 
friendly wave. A sign of the native Nashvillian. 

 » Ask anyone and everyone you can to get coffee or 
lunch. Everyone here is friendly! But if you want to stand 
out in their mind send a handwritten thank-you note. 
Coffee dates are ubiquitous in Nashville so make them 
remember your name! 

Email me at swinn@nashvillechamber.com!  I am the 
Chamber’s port authority to help you get involved in 
Nashville.  
Take at least one picture in front of the “I Believe in 
Nashville” sign. It’s a rite of passage. Then look up why they 
were made.

Provisional Member  SPOTLIGHT

STEPHANIE WINN

“When I was a little girl, my 
grandmother loved to host elaborate 
parties. We would put on matching 
aprons, and I would help her in the 
kitchen as she prepared all of the 
delicious bites and treats to be served. 
There was never a party without 
delicious food for every guest. The 
recipe I submitted is a simple-to-make 
appetizer, and perfect for an elaborate 
party or a simple girl’s night out.” 

Asparagus Wrapped in Crisp Prosciutto
Ingredients
1 bundle of Asparagus
12 slices of prosciutto, sliced thin 
1 8 oz. package of cream cheese* (you will most likely use 
around 4 oz.)
*for a lower calorie version, substitute fat free cream cheese 
Prep Time: 15 - 20 minutes  
Cook Time: 15 minutes
Pre-heat oven to 450 degrees F.

• Cut ends of asparagus to make spears approximately 4 
inches long.

• Spread a thin layer of cream cheese on prosciutto 
slices and add 2-4 asparagus 
spears to one end on prosciutto. 
Roll asparagus and prosciutto and 
place on a medium baking sheet.

• Bake 15 minutes at 450 degrees, 
or until asparagus is tender.

• Enjoy!

From the Kitchen of
Elexene Mattingly
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How long have you been in the 
Junior League? 
1 year

What is your placement?  
Grants committee

Favorite JLN moment?  
Graduation celebration from 
Provisional year

Why did you join the league?  
Volunteer opportunities and 
networking

How long have you lived in Nashville? 
15 years

Did you do anything fun/charitable this summer?  
Mission trip to Kenya; My favorite moment was watching the 
mission warriors do their dance ritual

What are you looking forward to most with your placement? 
Getting more experience with grants and exposure to  
grant writing

Have you read any good books recently? 
Lean In by Sheryl Sandberg

What is your current occupation? 
Youth Development and Education Coordinator for Afterschool 
Activities at Rocketown

Where is your favorite place to eat in Nashville? 
Saint Anejo for brunch

Do you have any advice you would give to someone new to 
Nashville, or new to the League? 
Be open to new experiences, put yourself out there and dive 
right in

How long have you been in the 
Junior League? 
Since 1989 (25 years); I remember 
because I was married in April and 
started my Provisional year in the 
fall 

Favorite JLN moment?  
Attending the AJLI Conference 
and watching fellow Junior 
League of Nashville member, Debi 
Tate, win the National Award from 
the FCC Commissioner. It was a 
big deal!

Why did you join the league?  
Honestly, my mom told me to, and it turned out to be so much 
more than I expected. I have made so many of my best friends 
and given back to the community.

How long have you lived in Nashville? 
Since my freshman year at Vanderbilt University in 1981

Did you do anything fun/charitable this summer?  
Visited Vieques on the coast of Puerto Rico for vacation 

What is the best thing about being a Sustainer? 
Watching the next generation keep the mission moving forward 

Have you read any good books recently? 
Girl on a Train by Paula Hawkins

What is your current occupation?  
Donor Relations Director at the Nashville Zoo 

What is your favorite place to eat in Nashville? 
Yellow Porch 

Do you have any advice you would give to someone new to 
Nashville, or new to the League? 
Don’t be afraid to try things that are out of your comfort zone. 
Junior League is a great safety net for attempting new things!

Member & Sustainer SPOTLIGHT

MARY LEE BARTLETTKISHIA HARRIS
Active Member Sustainer



You’ll do anything for your child. So will we.

ChildrensHospital.Vanderbilt.org

As a parent, you’ll do whatever it takes to help your child. With specialists in every area of 
pediatric medicine available 24 hours a day, we’re equipped to handle any issue your child may 
face. And as the region’s only hospital dedicated to caring just for children, we’re committed to 
doing anything and everything to help your child get well. That’s what makes Monroe Carell Jr. 
Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt your child’s very own hospital.


